
The world is in climate and ecological crisis.  And right now ecocide 
(large-scale systematic destruction of the natural living world) is 

legally permitted.  Current regulations simply do not stop the harm.  

We believe that the most effective way to turn the planetary ship 
around is to make ecocide an international crime - and we are 

already partway down the road to making this happen.

TURNING HARM
INTO HARMONY



OUR WORK HAS TWO KEY ELEMENTS
Diplomatic/legal - our international team is already working with small, climate-
vulnerable states which have the power to propose an Ecocide amendment to the 
Rome Statute, governing document of the International Criminal Court.  The ICC’s 
annual conference in The Hague in December is the key forum for advancing this work.  
We have accompanied Pacific island representatives and enabled their voices and 
concerns to be heard there for 3 consecutive years, as the nations most impacted by 
climate emergency.

Campaigning - our public-facing Stop Ecocide campaign is both funding this work and 
raising global awareness of ecocide crime as a viable solution capable of addressing 
our global crisis.

Supporters declare themselves Earth Protectors and contribute to a globally validated 
Trust Fund.

Our non-profit Ecological Defence 
Integrity, founded in 2017 by UK barrister 
the late Polly Higgins and environmental 
campaigner Jojo Mehta, is working on 
adding Ecocide to the list of crimes 
prosecuted at the International Criminal 
Court (ICC), to sit alongside War Crimes, 
Genocide, Crimes Against Humanity and 
- more recently - Crimes of Aggression.

Any member state, however small, can propose an amendment to the Rome Statute.  
With a 2/3 majority, amendments can be adopted. But before a single state even ratifies 
this amendment to international law, it will transform the entire global conversation. This 
is because a law of this kind will be required - sooner or later - if we wish to survive and 
thrive on Earth. The proposal of an ecocide amendment makes it visible on the horizon, 
and enables change to begin.

CRIMINAL LAW IS HOW WE 
DRAW THE LINE BETWEEN WHAT 

IS AND WHAT IS NOT ACCEPTABLE

AS EARTH PROTECTORS 
WE CAN FUND THE 

LAW WE WANT

INSTEAD OF ALLOWING 
CORPORATIONS TO FUND 

THE LAWS THEY WANT
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WHO WE ARE
We have a core team of 8 lawyers, academics, researchers and diplomatic contacts 
working with Pacific island states towards proposing a crime of ecocide at the ICC.

We have a second core team of 12 campaign and outreach staff taking forward the Stop 
Ecocide campaign, supported by over 50 volunteers.

Over 12,000 self-declared “Earth Protectors” have contributed an average of €10 to 
the Earth Protectors Trust Fund which forms the basis of the Stop Ecocide campaign, 
including a few high net worth individuals’ gifts of up to €100K.

CONTACTS

LEGAL/DIPLOMATIC                                  
enquiries@ecocidelaw.com

PRESS & PR
press@stopecocide.earth                            
www.stopecocide.earth/press          

FUNDING/SUPPORT                       
allies@stopecocide.earth  

EARTH PROTECTOR TOWNS
hello@earthprotectortowns.earth 
www.earthprotectortowns.earth

For more information on the campaign 
please visit www.stopecocide.earth 
or for legal information and history 

visit www.ecocidelaw.com



Ecological Defence Integrity Ltd. UK nonprofit for 
the co-ordination of Stop Ecocide: Change the Law 
& administration of the Earth Protectors Trust Fund.

WHERE WE’RE AT
We have a solid working relationship with 
Vanuatu, a leading Pacific island state, 
and other small island states are also 
interested in working with us.  We shall 
be accompanying them to the annual 
conference again this year.  We have 
official side events planned during the 
conference to raise awareness amongst 
state delegates and the public around 
ecocide law as a concrete and achievable 
way to address the global climate and 
ecological crisis.

UK registered company number: 10830859 

Registered address: The Base, Willow Court, Beeches Green, Stroud, Gloucestershire GL5 4BJ, UK

NEXT STEPS
Our key aim is for one or more of these states to officially propose ecocide as an 
amendment to the Rome Statute.  Diplomatic work is of course not completely 
predictable, but the earliest an amendment could be proposed is 2020.  With increased 
support both financially and from civil society, this possibility becomes ever stronger.

EARTH PROTECTOR TOWNS 
A pilot scheme for Earth Protector 
Towns is already under way, seeding a 
global collaborative movement of Towns 
to protect the Earth. In declaring itself 
an Earth Protector Town, a Council 
undertakes to collaborate and cooperate 
with communities, local government 
bodies, businesses, educational and other 
organisations to protect land, wildlife, 
air, soil and water, as well as to publicly 
endorse the Stop Ecocide campaign. 
Guidelines allow both small town councils 
and larger municipalities to take part.


